
William Arthur Nelson
September 7, 1945 - May 21, 2024

Bill unwillingly but ultimately succumbed at his home in Ridgefield, WA to his
long-time adversary, prostate cancer, on May 21, 2024. He was born on
September 7, 1945 in Two Harbors, Minnesota, the son of the late William W.
and Lois Nelson. He grew up in Racine, WI and graduated from William
Horlick High School in 1963 then in 1968 earned a BA in Business from
Luther College in Deborah Iowa. Following college he served six years in a
US Army Reserve Medical unit in Cedar Rapids, IA. 
In 1967 Bill married his forever partner Kaye Karas. They lived in Iowa City
from 1970 to 1980 where he was a successful small business owner of The
Stereo Shop. Opportunity presented, he sold the company and they moved to
California. Then in 1993, Bill and Kaye moved to Vancouver, WA where he
continued to spend his time managing an investment portfolio and playing
golf. 
His wonderful approach to life, bashful smile, and can-do attitude inspired all
who came to know him. Being better than good at whatever pursuit he chose,
he could best be described as Passionately Accomplished. He was an
Audiophile enjoying a wide array of musical genres and artists, playing on
equipment he compiled that delivered sound unbelievably precise and
accurate to normal ears. Shooting your age in golf is an accomplishment very
few hackers get to enjoy, but Bill did, more than once. His love for the game
was palpable as he continued to walk the courses with his clubs on his back,
cheering on and encouraging his fellow players. He made lifelong friends



playing on Wednesdays and Fridays. Bill and Kaye spent much time in the
winters in San Diego and Ventura enjoying the weather and the local golf
courses. He was a huge college basketball fan always cheering on Gonzaga,
the Wisconsin Badgers and the Iowa Women. 
Bill is survived by his wife Kaye, sisters Susan Miller and Margaret Robinson
and three nephews. He will be missed by the extended Karas family, his
Wednesday golf buddies, the Friday Golf Group and other friends. 
In the coming months Kaye will be arranging a close family gathering in
Racine where his ashes will be spread on the golf course where he started
playing at the age of nine.
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Linda and Bob Haines - June 09, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Bill was such a special man and friend to us. He was very smart and
I really enjoyed hearing his thoughts on the market and my golf
swing. He was a great golfer, a very fast walker and a great
neighbor . 

 When we were out of town in the winter it rained really hard and our
gutter overflowed having dirt run out to our sidewalk. The next day
our ring camera went off and there was Bill sweeping the dirt off our
sidewalk. This happened more than once the year before last. This
is just one example of how nice Bill was. 
We will miss him greatly. 

 Linda and Bob Haines

Ed & Susie - June 03, 2024 at 12:00 AM

The trees of live in honor of our good friend, Bill Nelson.We miss
you!

Jean Williams - June 02, 2024 at 12:00 AM

Bill was a great friend and golfer. We will miss him, but know he
would want us all to keep golfing. He will be with us in spirit as we
play golf. 
 
Jean and Bob
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A Memorial Tree was planted for William Arthur Nelson - May 23, 2024 at 12:00
AM

We are deeply sorry for your loss ~ Evergreen Memorial Gardens
Cemetery, Funeral Chapel and Crematory


