Willard John Carlson

May 6, 1923 - July 3, 2010

WILLARD JOHN CARLSON MAY 6, 1923 JULY 3, 2010 Our beloved
husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather, Willard John Carlson,
passed away on Saturday, July 3, 2010. Willard was born in 1923 to Swedish
immigrant parents Oscar and Gerda Carlson in Spokane, WA. Willard's sisters
are Eleanor Ward, Spokane, WA, (deceased 2010); Dorothy Hume, University
Place, WA; and Jeanette Johnson, Spokane, WA. Will Carlson enlisted in the
Army Air Corps during WWII and was airplane commander of the heaviest
bomber at that time, the B-24 Liberator. He flew 40 missions in the South
Pacific as squadron and group leader being recognized with the Oak Leaf
medal and five clusters. His education includes graduating from North Central
High School and Kinman Business College in Spokane, WA. He resumed his
education after WWII at the University of Washington, achieving a degree in
economics and business. Will met Norma Kirby and they were married on
September 28, 1951 at Central Christian Church, Spokane, WA. They were
blessed with three children, Bradley John, Jon Kelly and Ingrid Celeste
(deceased 2009). Will's professional career began as office manager of
several small mining companies in Spokane that were affiliated with Sunshine
Mining Company of Coeur D'Alene. He also spent a short period of time with
the Union Pacific Railroad and the lllinois Central Railroad. Will learned the
cemetery business as general manager of two large cemeteries, Greenwood
Memorial Terrace and Riverside Memorial Park in the 1960's in Spokane, WA.
In 1968 Will became manager/part-owner of Evergreen Memorial Gardens,



Vancouver, WA, and the Carlson family became sole owners in 1986. At EMG
he dramatically grew the business to include mausoleums and niches. In 1974
EMG opened a funeral home on the property and a crematory in 2008. In
2004 they purchased Evergreen Staples Funeral Home business, also in
Vancouver, WA. Will was especially proud to have three generations of his
family operating the company. He was thankful everyday for the loyal
employees at EMG. Will was a two term President of the Washington
Cemetery Association and two term member of the Washington State
Cemetery Board appointed by then Governor Dan Evans. He was active in
business liaison with Boy Scouts Explorer Group and business section of
United Way and a member of Kiwanis for many years. Will was an avid golfer
and enjoyed membership at Royal Oaks Country Club for 28 years. He often
stated Clark County was a wonderful area to live. Will is survived by his loving
wife of 59 years, Norma; son Brad and wife Mary; granddaughter Lindsay
Fisher and husband PJ; great-grandsons Jack and Will; and granddaughter
Megan all of Vancouver, WA. Also survived by son Kelly and wife Leslie;
grandson Brian and wife Summer; granddaughters Laura and Emily all of
Redmond, WA. Memorial service will begin 3:00 p.m., Saturday, July 10,
2010, Evergreen Memorial Gardens Cemetery and Funeral Chapel, 1101 NE
112th Avenue, Vancouver, WA. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to:
Cascade Pacific Counsel Boy Scouts of America 2145 SW Naito Parkway
Portland, OR 97201
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Evergreen Memorial Gardens - July 03, 2025 at 06:59 PM

Norma, Brad, Mary & Family, | was so sad to have just learned
about Will's death today. He was a great leader within our state and
has left a great legacy for his family to live up to. Peace be with you
and your family. Love, Jim and Cherry Noel

James & Cherry Noel - July 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Dear Mrs. Carlson, | was very heart broken to hear this news. Mr.
Carlson was one of the greatest men | have ever known! It was a
true honor to not only have known him but also to know you. | am
also so sorry to hear about Celeste | miss and love you with all of
my heart. Love, Gary Beach

Gary Beach - July 10, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Prayers and hugs go out to all of your family at this sad time. Pull up
those special memories whenever you're facing a difficult time--it
truly does help. You are in my thoughts always, Love, Vicki

Vicki Johnson - July 10, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Our thoughts are with you, and your family please know we are here
for you... just call, We mean that! Freeland Family

Freeland Family - July 10, 2010 at 12:00 AM



We offer our most sincere condolences and wish you and your
family well during this most distressful time. Be well - Our thoughts
and prayers are with you.

Ryan & Alishia Topper - July 09, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Both Will and Norma seemed to me to be really special people. |
didn't get many chances to see them. The last time was a few years
ago when the sisters were in Palm Springs and Mary and | went to
visit them at their place. They always made any guest feel special
and part of their family. These are sad times and | want to let you all
know how much | care. Love, Nancy

Nancy Sayer - July 09, 2010 at 12:00 AM

We have wonderful memories of a special Uncle Will. We remember
the special dinners with he and Aunt Norma in the Palm Springs
area when we were all visiting the area. Those were evenings filled
with great conversations and wonderful food. He was a very
generous person and uncle. We always looked forward to and
enjoyed his short speeches at his family weddings, reunions and at
his sister Eleanor's 90th Birthday party last December. To Aunt
Norma and cousins Brad and Kelly and their families we extend our
sympathys and know you are in our prayers. We look forward to
seeing you all soon to share great memories of Uncle Will and Aunt
Norma and the cousins. All our Love Dick and Lynda

Lynda and Dick Brautigam - July 06, 2010 at 12:00 AM



